
 
 
 

 

Press Information 
 

Kyocera Receives Japan’s Environment Minister’s Award for Record 9th 

Consecutive Year 

Award cites energy conservation efforts at Nagano Okaya manufacturing plant and 

community-based environmental awareness activities 

 

Kyoto/London, December 14th, 2018. Kyocera today announced that its Nagano Okaya Plant 

has received Japan’s 2018 Environment Minister’s Award for Global Warming Prevention Activity 

in the “Implementation of Countermeasures / Dissemination” category. This represents a record 

ninth consecutive year that Kyocera has received the award starting in 2010, marking the most 

consecutive wins ever by a company in Japan. It also caps a trend of Kyocera receiving 

environment-related honors worldwide — including Mexico’s highest award for environmental 

excellence, the national “Recognition of Environmental Excellence” award, which has been won 

for three consecutive years. 

 

 

Award ceremony on Dec. 3rd, 2018 (left)  

and forest restoration activities in Okaya City, Nagano Prefecture (right) 

 

The Environment Minister’s Award, established in 1998 by Japan’s Ministry of the Environment, 

is presented every December in observance of Global Warming Prevention Month to individuals 

and groups that have shown remarkable achievements in the prevention of climate change.  

 

This year, Kyocera was nominated through recommendations from the local government of Okaya 

City, Nagano Prefecture. The company’s local plant was recognized for wide-ranging energy-
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saving environmental efforts and for contributing to the local community. Through energy saving 

activities including installation of the high-efficiency air-conditioning units, centralization of air 

compressors, and utilization of exhaust heat, the plant could achieve emissions reduction of 

approximately 584 tons CO2 annually. The solar power generating systems at the plant also 

generate 640,440 kilowatt hours (kWh) per year, enough electricity to power approximately 197 

typical households1. Additionally, the plant has promoted various community activities, such as 

providing “Eco-Lessons” to teach local schoolchildren about environmental and energy issues, 

and forest restoration activities with local residents which help local forests regain their rich 

greenery and help take action for environmental issues.  

 

The company continues to provide environmentally friendly products that balance ecology with 

economy, while promoting environmental activities for sustainable development. 

 

Highlights of Environment Activities at Nagano Okaya Plant 

 

1. Energy saving activities 

• Energy creation using solar power generating systems 

• Installation of high-efficiency air-conditioning units 

• Replacement of conventional lighting with LED lamps that incorporate motion sensors 

• Application of heat shielding coating on the plant rooftop 

• Planting “green curtain” foliage near windows to provide shade for the rooms inside 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
1 Based on average annual use of 3,254.4kWh per household. 

Rooftop solar power generating system (left)  

and 140 meter long “green curtain” (right) 
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2. Community environmental activities 

• Providing hands-on “Eco-Lessons” for environmental preservation and energy 

conservation 

• Promoting Kyocera Forest Restoration Activities 

• Eco-event at the Nagano Okaya Plant’s summer festival 

• CSR report meetings held by the plant for local residents and business associates 

 

 

Children learn about solar power during primary school “Eco-Lessons” 

  



 

  

 

For more information on Kyocera: www.kyocera.co.uk 

 

About Kyocera 

Headquartered in Kyoto, Japan, Kyocera Corporation is one of the world's leading manufacturers of fine ceramic components for the 

technology industry. The strategically important divisions in the Kyocera Group, which is comprised of 264 subsidiaries (as of March 

31, 2018), are information and communications technologies, products which increase quality of life, and environmentally friendly 

products. The technology group is also one of the oldest producers of solar energy systems worldwide, with more than 40 years of 

experience in the industry.  

 

The company is ranked #522 on Forbes magazine’s 2017 “Global 2000” listing of the world’s largest publicly traded companies. 

With a global workforce of over 75,000 employees, Kyocera posted net sales of approximately €12.04 billion in fiscal year 2017/2018. 

The products marketed by the company in Europe include printers, digital copying systems, microelectronic components, and fine 

ceramic products. The Kyocera Group has two independent companies in the United Kingdom: Kyocera Fineceramics Ltd. and 

Kyocera Document Solutions.  

 

The company also takes an active interest in cultural affairs. The Kyoto Prize, a prominent international award, is presented each year 

by the Inamori Foundation — established by Kyocera founder Dr. Kazuo Inamori — to individuals and groups worldwide who have 

contributed significantly to the scientific, cultural, and spiritual betterment of humankind (converted at approximately €764,000 per 

prize category).  
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